Stewardship

Adam’s Stewardship

The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of
Eden to work it and take care of it.

Genesis 2:15 (NIV)

Adam & Eve
Gen. 3

?Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual
blessing in Christ. * For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be
holy and blameless in his sight. In love ° he predestined us to be adopted as his
sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will-- ® to the
praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. ” In
him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in
accordance with the riches of God's grace ® that he lavished on us with all
wisdom and understanding. > And he made known to us the mystery of his will
according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, ° to be put into
effect when the times will have reached their fulfillment--to bring all things in
heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ. Ephesians 1:3-10
(NIV)

Abraham’s Stewardship

' The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your
father's household and go to the land | will show you. "1 will make you into a
great nation and | will bless you; | will make your name great, and you will be a
blessing. 1 will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse;
and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you." Genesis 12:1-3 (NIV)

8 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his
inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know
where he was going. ° By faith he made his home in the
promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in
tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the
same promise. ‘° For he was looking forward to the city with
foundations, whose architect and builder is God. Hebrews 11:8-10 (NIV)




Faith to follow

1By faith Abraham, even though he was past age--and Sarah herself was
barren--was enabled to become a father because he
considered him faithful who had made the promise. > And so
from this one man, and he as good as dead, came
descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as

| countless as the sand on the seashore. *> All these people
were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the things
promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance. And they
admitted that they were aliens and strangers on earth. ** People who say such
things show that they are looking for a country of their own. **If they had been
thinking of the country they had left, they would have had opportunity to
return. '® Instead, they were longing for a better country--a heavenly one.
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city
for them. Hebrews 11:11-16 (NIV)

1 By faith Abraham, even though he was past age--and Sarah herself was
barren--was enabled to become a father because he considered him faithful
who had made the promise. > And so from this one man, and he as good as
dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as
the sand on the seashore. *> All these people were still living by faith when they
died. They did not receive the things promised; they only saw them and
welcomed them from a distance. And they admitted that they were aliens and
strangers on earth. ** People who say such things show that they are looking for
a country of their own. *° If they had been thinking of the country they had left,
they would have had opportunity to return. *° Instead, they were longing for a
better country--a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their
God, for he has prepared a city for them.

Hebrews 11:11-16 (NIV)
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Job’s Stewardship

* In suffering

* Did right but still suffered

* God’s example to Satan (the world)
® One day the angels came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan
also came with them.  The LORD said to Satan, "Where have you come
from?" Satan answered the LORD, "From roaming through the earth and
going back and forth in it." 2 Then the LORD said to Satan, "Have you
considered my servant Job? There is no one on earth like him; he is
blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil." > "Does Job fear
God for nothing?" Satan replied. ° "Have you not put a hedge around him
and his household and everything he has? You have blessed the work of his
hands, so that his flocks and herds are spread throughout the land. ** But
stretch out your hand and strike everything he has, and he will surely curse
you to your face." > The LORD said to Satan, "Very well, then, everything he
has is in your hands, but on the man himself do not lay a finger." Then Satan
went out from the presence of the LORD. Job 1:6-12 (NIV)

' Then Job replied to the LORD: 2"l know that you can do all things; no plan of
yours can be thwarted. * You asked, 'Who is this that obscures my counsel
without knowledge?' Surely | spoke of things | did not understand, things too
wonderful for me to know. * "You said, 'Listen now, and | will speak; I will
question you, and you shall answer me.' > My ears had heard of you but now
my eyes have seen you. ® Therefore | despise myself and repent in dust and
ashes." Job 42:1-6 (NIV)
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« 3Ppraise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great
mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, * and into an inheritance that



can never perish, spoil or fade--kept in heaven for you, > who through
faith are shielded by God's power until the coming of the salvation that is
ready to be revealed in the last time. ®In this you greatly rejoice, though
now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials.
’These have come so that your faith--of greater worth than gold, which
perishes even though refined by fire--may be proved genuine and may
result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. ® Though
you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see
him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and
glorious joy, ° for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of
your souls. *° Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the
grace that was to come to you, searched intently and with the greatest
care, ‘' trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the Spirit of
Christ in them was pointing when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and
the glories that would follow. * It was revealed to them that they were
not serving themselves but you, when they spoke of the things that have
now been told you by those who have preached the gospel to you by the
Holy Spirit sent from heaven. Even angels long to look into these things.
1 Peter 1:3-12 (NIV)
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